
ĈDoes Romans 9 prove 
unconditional individual 
election to salvation? 

ĈDoes Romans 9 teach that 
God directly makes men 
wicked and hardens them? 

ĈDoes Romans 9 teach that 
man is totally passive in his 
salvation or condemnation? 



Answering three Jewish 
objections to the gospel as 

taught by Paul. 

All three centered on the 
rejection of unbelieving 
Jews and God extending 

mercy equally to the 
believing Gentiles. 



"On a literary level Romans 9-11 completes the exposition 
of the theme of the epistle (1.16-17), a summary statement 
of the gospel, by explaining the priority of the Jew and by 
defending the gospel Paul has presented at length against 
its most compelling objection ~ how the Christian gospel 
can be the fulfillment of Judaism/the Old Testament and 
its promises to Israel when the vast majority of Jews had 
rejected Christ and were therefore excluded from God's 

salvation and promises to them" (p. 31). 
Brian Abasciano, Ph.D  - Paul's Use of the Old Testament in Romans 
9.1-9: An Intertextual  And Theological Exegesis (The Library of New 

Testament Studies) 



Romans 9:1-5 (NKJV)  
1 I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience 
also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, 2 that I have 

great sorrow and continual grief in my heart. 3 For I 
could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for 
my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh, 4 

who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the 
glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service 

of God, and the promises; 5 of whom are the fathers and 
from whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, who is 

over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen.  

'ÏÄȭÓ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ )ÓÒÁÅÌ ×ÁÓ ÆÏÒ 
the purpose of fulfilling the promise of 

Christ? (Rom. 1:2,3; 3:1; 11:28) 



Godõs Word Did 
Not Fail, His 
Purpose Was 

Fulfilled Through 
Israel in Christ ð  

(Romans 9:6-13)  

Answer: 



1) The criteria for being benefactors of the promise is not based 
on fleshly descent. (cf. John 8:33,39) 

2) The benefactors of the Abrahamic promise are those who are 
of faith, i.e. who believe in the Messiah ɀ (Gal. 3:7-29) 

Romans 9:6-9 (NKJV)  
6 But it is not that the word of God has taken no 

effect. For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, 7 

nor are they all children because they are the seed of 
Abraham; but, "In Isaac your seed shall be called." 8 

That is, those who are the children of the flesh, 
these are not the children of God; but the children 
of the promise are counted as the seed. 9 For this is 
the word of promise: "At this time I will come and 

Sarah shall have a son."  

Objection #1  
Flesh = Promise  



1) The choice of God in accordance with His divine purpose, 
(to bless all nations through the seed of Abraham), would 

stand through the lineage of Jacob, not Esau. 

Romans 9:10-13 (NKJV)  
10 And not only this, but when Rebecca also had 
conceived by one man, even by our father Isaac 11 

(for the children not yet being born, nor having 
done any good or evil, that the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not of works 
but of Him who calls), 12 it was said to her, "The 
older shall serve the younger." 13 As it is written, 

"Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated."  


