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A judge in Israel  
Tribe of Manasseh 

A Gileadite  
Father ɀ Gilead 

Mother a prostitute  
Rejected & cast out  

(Judges 11:1-3). 
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ĈA mighty man of valor ɀ vss. 1,6 

ĈCalled by the elders of Gilead to be their 
commander ɀ vss. 5-11 

Ĉ!ÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÔÏ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒ Ǫ 
rule ɀ vss. 9,11 

ĈOffered treaty to Ammon according to 
the Law ɀ vss. 12-14; cf. Deut 20:10-12 

ĈVery familiar with God delivering Israel 
from Egypt and bringing them into the 
land of promise ɀ vss. 15-28 

ĈA man acknowledged by God to deliver 
Israel, zealous for God and Israel ɀ vs. 29 
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Judges 11:30-31 (NKJV)  
30 And Jephthah made a vow to the 
LORD, and said, "If You will indeed 
deliver the people of Ammon into 
my hands,  31 then it will be that 

whatever comes out of the doors of 
my house to meet me, when I return 
in peace from the people of Ammon, 

shall surely be the LORD'S, and I 
will offer it up as a burnt offering."  

4 



ĈWas not as rash as many think ɀ 
expresses his dependence upon God for 
the victory as well as his earnest desire for 
the deliverance of his people ɀ vss. 29-32   

ĈMan or animal? - Jephthah expected a 
person to meet him, - Ȱout of the doors 
of my houseȱ ɀ vs. 31  

ĈPossible interpretations ɀ  

×Ȱor I have offered up for it--a burnt-
offeringȱ ɀ [YLT] 

×Ȱ) ×ÉÌÌ ÏÆÆÅÒ ÉÔ ÕÐ ÁÓ Á ÂÕÒÎÔ ÏÆÆÅÒÉÎÇȱ 
[NKJV] ɀ i.e. ȰÌÉËÅ Á ÂÕÒÎÔ ÏÆÆÅÒÉÎÇȱ 
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Ȱ4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ˢ˓˪ ˣ˔˰ does not involve the idea of burning, 
like our word burnt -offering, but simply that of going 

up upon the altar, or of complete surrender to the Lord. 
ˢ˓˪ ˣ˔˰ is a whole offering, as distinguished from the other 
sacrifices, of which only a part was given up to the Lord. 

When a virgin, therefore, was set apart as a spiritual 
ˢ˓˪ ˣ˔˰, it followed, as a matter of course, that henceforth 
she belonged entirely to the Lord: that is to say, was to 
ÒÅÍÁÉÎ Á ÖÉÒÇÉÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÍÁÉÎÄÅÒ ÏÆ ÈÅÒ ÄÁÙÓȢȱ  

Keil  & Delitzsch  Commentary on the Old Testament -  

Johann (C.F.) Keil (1807-1888) & Franz Delitzsch (1813-1890) 



ĈGod granted His petition ɀ vss. 32,33   

ĈJephthahõs only child is the first to greet 
him ð (emphasized in the text) ɀ vs. 34 

ĈJephthah grieves  ɀ (He expresses great 
sorrow & faithfulness to his vow) ɀ vs. 35 

×Many suggest that he was grieving 
because he knew he had to kill her. 

×Others suggest that he grieved due to 
his posterity being cut off, and her 
hope of motherhood was dashed in 
that she was wholly given to the Lord 
which required perpetual virginity.  
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ĈHis daughterõs reaction ɀ she too 
expresses faith and devotion to God ɀ 
(the victory was from God & encourages 
her father to keep his vow in view of what 
God had done in respect to it) - vss. 36,37   

ĈHis daughterõs request ð (to bewail her 
virginity in private ) ɀ vs. 38 

ĈJephthah keeps his vow ɀ He did what he  
promised - (she knew no man) ɀ vs. 39 

ĈShe was praised by the daughters of 
Israel ɀ (expressing  a perpetual honor by 
the nation upon her) ɀ vs. 40 
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ĈHe knew the law ɀ God forbade human 
sacrifice ɀ (Lev 18:21; Deut. 12:31; 20:2-5) 

ĈHuman sacrifice was an abomination in 
the sight of God ɀ (Jer. 7:31) -  

×Jehoshaphat & Jehoram withdrew from 
war when the king of the Moabites 
sacrificed his son as a burnt-offering 
upon the wall (2Ki 3:26-27) 

ĈHe depended upon Godõs help ð 
×Called upon the Lord as a witness - (10)  

×Spirit of the Lord was upon him ɀ (29) 

×Continued as judge ɀ (12:1-7) 
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