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Romans 14:1-23 

Practical Christian Living Based On The Gospelɀ 12:1-15:13 
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Romans 1:16-17 (NKJV)  
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ, for it is the power of God 

to salvation for everyone who 
believes, for the Jew first and also for 

the Greek. 17 For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith to faith; as it is written, 

"The just shall live by faith."  
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ß Paul is making practical application   
of the great principle of justification by 
faith established in Romans 1-11. 

ß We are no longer to be enslaved to sin 
(Romans 6-8), but now are to be 
ȰÃÏÎÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÁÇÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ 3ÏÎȱ 
(Romans 8:29). 

ß The larger context of the section before 
us: Describes the Conduct of one 
Justified By Faith ɀ living a sacrificial 
life - (Rom. 12:1-15:13) 
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ß Jesus willed it and prayed for it -  
(John 17:20-21)  

ß Paul commanded it in the name of 
Christ -  (I Cor.1:10) 

ß We are to endeavor to keep the 
òunity of the Spiritó - is not produced 
by accident, but only through hard 
work and humility (Ephesians 4:1-6) 
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ß NOT because the scriptures lack 
clarity or sufficient instruction - (Eph. 
5:17; 2 Tim 3:16,17; Jude 1:3) 

ß The reality of sin and bad attitudes - 
(I Cor. 5; 2 Thes3:6-15; Phili  3:15-19)  

ß The reality of false doctrine - (Rom 
16:17; 1 Cor. 1:11,12; Gal 2:4-5) 

ß The reality of spiritual immaturity -  
(Rom. 14; I Cor. 8; Heb 5:12-14) 
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ß To put off sin ð and put on 
Christ ð (Col. 3:1-15) 

ß See again Romans 13:8-14 ð (He 
who loves has fulfilled the Law;  love does 
no harm; love walks properly) 

ß "In matters of faith, unity; In 
matters of judgment, liberty; In 
all things, charityó ð         
(Thomas Campbell 1809) 
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ĈMatters of Indifference are those beliefs or practices 
which are not specifically regulated by Scripture:  

ĈThey are things that are neither commanded nor 
forbidden, - 1 Cor. 9:5 

ĈThey are things that are authorized and allowed ɀ Rom 
14:5,6, (Matters Clean, Good, Pure v. 14, 16, 20) 

ĈTo engage in an authorized liberty one is neither the 
better or worse - 1 Cor. 8:8 

Ĉ*ÕÓÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ Á ÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÚÅÄ ÌÉÂÅÒÔÙ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ 
mean that it is always expedient - 1 Cor. 11:17 
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ß During the reign of Claudius (41-
54 AD), the emperor ordered all 
the Jews to leave Rome (Acts 18:2) 

ß After the death of Claudius in AD 
54, the edict became void, and 
the Jews returned to Rome.  

ß There was a tension in the Roman 
church between those who are 
ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ ȰÓÔÒÏÎÇȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ×ÅÁËȢȱ 
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Ȱ)Î ÔÈÅ ÌÉÂÅÒÔÙ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÆÏÏÄ 
laws are no longer binding, 

and one day is no more 
ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÈÁÎ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȢȱ 

(Matters of liberty - 14:14, 20; 
Acts 10:10-16; 1 Tim 4:3). 

Ȱ)Î ÔÈÅ ÌÁ× ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÉÔ ÉÓ 
wrong to eat certain meats, 
and certain days should be 
ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÂÙ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȱ 

(Food requirements - 
Leviticus 11; Day observances 

ɀ Leviticus 23) 
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Romans 14:1 (NKJV) 
 1 Receive one who is 
weak in the faith, but 
not to disputes over 

doubtful things.  

ß Weak in understanding 
but not in commitment  -  
Uninformed , unable to 
practice, poor 
understanding, doing it 
not to the Lord, convinced 
in own mind, gives God 
thanks.  

ß Danger: Judge his 
brother, violate his own 
conscience.  


