


1 Corinthians 1:18 -31 (NKJV )  
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to 

those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is 

written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
And bring to nothing the understanding of the 
prudent."  20 Where is the wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has 

not God made foolish the wisdom of this 
world?   



1 Corinthians 1:18 -31 (NKJV )  
21  For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 

through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God 
through the foolishness of the message preached 
to save those who believe.  22 For Jews request a 
sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom;  23 but we 

preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling 
block and to the Greeks foolishness,  24 but to 

those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God.  



1 Corinthians 1:18 -31 (NKJV )  
25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than 
men, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
men.  26 For you see your calling, brethren, that 
not many wise according to the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called.  27 But God 

has chosen the foolish things of the world to put 
to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak 

things of the world to put to shame the things 
which are mighty;  



1 Corinthians 1:18 -31 (NKJV )  
28 and the base things of the world and the 

things which are despised God has chosen, and 
the things which are not, to bring to nothing 

the things that are, 29 that no flesh should 
glory in His presence. 30 But of Him you are in 
Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from 

God--and righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption-- 31 that, as it is written, "He who 

glories, let him glory in the LORD."  



ĈThe preaching of the cross ð the 
central message of the gospel ð 
(2:2; Luke 24:46,47) 

ĈTo those that perish it is 
foolishness ð (2 Thes 2:10) 

ĈTo those who are òbeing saved,ó 
[NKJV; NASB; ESV; NIV] (sozo ð 
denotes linear action), it is the 
power of God ð (Rom. 1:16,17; 2 
Tim. 3:15-17; Jam. 1:21; 1 Pet. 
1:22-25; Heb. 4:12) 



ĈHuman wisdom is incapable of 
delivering men from destruction ð 
(Isaiah 29:14; 1 Cor. 3:19; Job 
5:12,13; Prov. 14:12; Jer. 8:9) 

ĈGod has made foolish the wisdom 
of this world ð (1:20; Isaiah 44:25) 

ĈCanõt know God by human 
wisdom ð (1:21; 2:13,14; Mat. 11:25; 
Acts 17:18; Rom. 1:21-26) 

ĈWe can ONLY know God through 
the message preached ð (1:21; 
Rom. 10:14-17; 2 Thes 2:13) 


